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FISCAL SUMMARY ($000) 

  Expended 
 FY 2024 

Adjusted 
Appropriation 

FY 2025 

Recommended 
Appropriation  

FY 2026 

Percentage 
Change 

FY 2025-2026 

State Budgeted $168,942 $435,038 $131,761 (69.7%) 

Federal Funds $491,413 $1,262,081 $1,219,926 (3.3%) 

All Other Funds $8,391 $9,362 $9,625  2.8% 

Grand Total $668,746 $1,706,481 $1,361,312 (20.2%) 

 
 
 
 

PERSONNEL SUMMARY - POSITIONS BY FUNDING SOURCE 

  Actual 
 FY 2024 

Revised  
FY 2025 

Funded  
FY 2026 

Percentage 
Change 

FY 2025-2026 

State Budgeted 109 116 132 13.8% 

Federal Funds 61 60 71 18.3% 

All Other Funds 63 66 70  6.1% 

Total Positions  233  242  273 12.8% 

FY 2024 (as of December) and revised FY 2025 (as of January) personnel data reflect actual payroll counts.  
FY 2026 data reflect the number of positions funded. 

 
 
 
Link to Website: https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/budget-finance/governors-budget  
 
  

Budget Pages ....... C-3, C-9, C-17, D-13 to D-22 

https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/budget-finance/governors-budget
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• The Governor recommends appropriating $1.36 billion from all funding sources to the
Department of Agriculture in FY 2026.  This sum represents a decrease of $345.2 million
(20.2 percent) from FY 2025 adjusted appropriations of $1.71 billion.  However, as
explained below, budget conventions obfuscate that FY 2026 appropriations from all
funding sources are actually proposed to decrease only by $89.3 million (6.2 percent).

• Recommended FY 2026 State appropriations total $131.8 million, or $303.0 million
(69.7 percent) less than in FY 2025.  However, budget conventions distort that FY 2026
State appropriations are in fact recommended to decrease by much less.  Once the
anticipated $255.8 million supplemental appropriation for the farmland preservation
program is factored out, the department’s proposed FY 2026 State funds appropriations
fall only $47.4 million or 26.4 percent below FY 2025.

• The distortion is introduced into budget comparisons because of the routine treatment of
appropriations of corporation business tax revenues, including corporate transit fee
collections, that are dedicated for farmland preservation.  Customarily, the annual
Governor’s Budget does not recommend appropriating any funds for this purpose; but
the Legislature will effect mid-year supplemental appropriations.  The FY 2026
Governor’s Budget assumes this process will continue in FY 2026.  The anticipated FY
2025 supplemental appropriation for the farmland preservation program totals $255.8
million.

• The State Constitution dedicates six percent of annual corporation business tax revenues,
including corporate transit fee collections, for open space, farmland, and historic
preservation, water programs, public and private site remediation, and underground
storage tank programs.  Specifically, 78 percent of annual collections are constitutionally
reserved for open space, farmland, and historic preservation.  Of that 78 percent, statutes
allocate 31 percent to farmland preservation.

• The Governor recommends renewing the $85.0 million appropriation for Food and
Hunger Programs.  The appropriation is used for grants to the State’s six Emergency
Feeding Organizations, which distribute food to local food pantries, homeless shelters,
and soup kitchens.

• Some $38.6 million of the recommended $47.4 million total decrease in State
appropriations for the department is attributable to the Working Class Families State
Supplement.  The Governor proposes reducing the $50.6 million appropriation for this
relatively new program in FY 2025 to $12.0 million in FY 2026 to align the FY 2026
appropriation with FY 2025 cost reimbursement claims by school districts and schools.
Similarly, the Executive anticipates returning an unneeded $40.6 million of the FY 2025
program appropriation to the General Fund at the end of the current fiscal year.  The
program provides free breakfasts and lunches to students from families with an annual
household income between 186 percent and 224 percent of federal poverty levels.

• The Governor recommends decreasing the appropriation for the Hunger Initiatives/Food
Assistance Program by $6.3 million from $6.8 million in FY 2025 to $518,000 in FY
2026.
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• The Governor recommends decreasing the appropriation for the State Supplement for 
Summer Food Service Programs by $1.8 million from $2.5 million in FY 2025 to
$650,000 in FY 2026 to align the appropriation with current spending trends.  The 
Executive also anticipates returning an unneeded $1.9 million of the FY 2025 
appropriation to the General Fund at the end of the current fiscal year.  The program 
provides a 10-cent per meal supplement to the existing federal reimbursement amount 
applicable to operators of the federal Summer Food Service Program and the Seamless 
Summer Option.

• The Governor recommends a new $1.6 million direct appropriation for Regional 
Innovative Food Security Initiatives by the Office of the Food Security Advocate in FY 
2026.  The office is to use the appropriation for the design and implementation of one or 
more regional pilot programs to streamline the provision of food supplied by State 
agricultural producers to residents in need.  The funding would also provide grants to 
food assistance organizations participating in the pilot program.  In FY 2025, a language 
carve-out funds the development of a plan for the program out of the 85.0 million Food 
and Hunger Program appropriation.

• The FY 2026 Governor’s Budget anticipates a decrease of $37.8 million in federal funds 
for school-based child nutrition programs, including the National School Breakfast and 
Lunch programs and the Summer Food Service Program.

• The FY 2026 Governor’s Budget funds 273 positions in the department, which is 31 more 
than the number of filled positions as of January 2025.
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FUNDING BY SOURCE OF FUNDS ($000) 

   Adj.    

 Expended Expended Approp. Recom.    Percentage Change 

 FY 2023 FY 2024 FY 2025 FY 2026   FY 2024-26  FY 2025-26 

State Budgeted Total $141,299 $168,942 $435,038 $131,761  (22.0%) (69.7%) 

   General Fund Total $123,412 $148,617 $363,872 $100,898  (32.1%)  (72.3%) 

       Direct State Services $17,600 $16,788 $13,705 $15,080  (10.2%) 10.0% 

       Grants-In-Aid $92,918 $94,705 $94,318 $85,818  (9.4%)  (9.0%) 

       State Aid $12,894 $37,124 $0 $0  (100.0%) ---- 

       Capital Construction $0 $0 $255,849 $0  ---- (100%) 

       Debt Service $0 $0 $0 $0  ---- ---- 

   Property Tax  

       Relief Fund Total $17,887 $20,325 $71,166 $30,863  51.8% (56.6%) 

       Direct State Services $0 $0 $0 $0  
---- ---- 

       Grants-In-Aid $0 $0 $0 $0  
---- ---- 

       State Aid $17,887 $20,325 $71,166 $30,863  51.8% (56.6%) 

   Casino Revenue Fund $0 $0 $0 $0  
---- ---- 

   Casino Control Fund $0 $0 $0 $0  
---- ---- 

Federal Funds $829,705 $491,413 $1,262,081 $1,219,926  148.2% (3.3%) 

Other Funds $7,871 $8,391 $9,362 $9,625  14.7%  2.8% 

Grand Total $978,875 $668,746 $1,706,481 $1,361,312  103.6% (20.2%) 

 
  

 

PERSONNEL SUMMARY - POSITIONS BY FUNDING SOURCE 

 Actual Actual Revised Funded     Percentage Change 

 FY 2023 FY 2024 FY 2025 FY 2026   FY 2024-26 FY 2025-26 

State 97 109 116 132  21.1% 13.8% 

Federal 60 61 60 71  16.4% 18.3% 

All Other 58 63 66 70  11.1%  6.1%  

Total Positions 215 233 242 273  17.2% 12.8% 
   FY 2023 (as of December), FY 2024 (as of December) and revised FY 2025 (as of January) personnel data reflect actual payroll counts.  
   FY 2026 data reflect the number of positions funded. 

 
 
 

AFFIRMATIVE ACTION DATA 

 Actual Actual Revised Funded     Percentage Change 

 FY 2023 FY 2024 FY 2025 FY 2026   FY 2024-26 FY 2025-26 

Minority Percentage 23.7% 25.3% 23.5% N/A  ---- ---- 
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Budget Pages .... D-18 to D-20 

The Division of Food and Nutrition Services operates several food assistance programs, with the 
largest being the predominantly federally-funded school-based nutrition programs.  The FY 2026 
Governor’s Budget recommends $1.32 billion in appropriations to the division from all funding 
sources combined.  This amount represents 97.3 percent of all recommended FY 2026 
appropriations for the Department of Agriculture and is $85.7 million less than the division’s FY 
2025 adjusted appropriations from all funding sources ($1.41 billion).  Federal funding accounts 
for 91.0 percent, or $1.21 billion, of the division’s proposed FY 2026 appropriations. 

Federal Funds Appropriations 

Federal funding for free and reduced-cost school meal programs constitutes the near-entirety of 
the federal revenue received and administered by the Division of Food and Nutrition Services.   

Under the school lunch and breakfast programs, income-eligible children qualify for federally 
funded free or reduced-price meals.  Students can receive a free meal if family household income 
is at or below 130 percent of the federal poverty lines and a reduced-price meal if household 
income is between 130 percent and 185 percent of the federal poverty lines. 

The income eligibility requirements were temporarily lifted during the COVID-19 pandemic, 
resulting in a spike of federal revenue.  Between March 2020 and June 2022, all kids qualified 
for federally reimbursed free meals regardless of household income.  Beginning with the 2022–
2023 school year, however, schools were once again required to charge some students for school 
meals, resulting in a significant drop in the division’s federal revenue. 

Of note, the adjusted FY 2025 and recommended FY 2026 appropriations are unadjusted 
for recent expenditure trends after the expiration of the ‘universal free meal' COVID-19 policy. 
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State Funds Appropriations  

 
State funds appropriations for anti-hunger programs are now a multiple of what they used to be 
before the COVID-19 pandemic.  In FY 2017, State funds appropriations totaled $12.4 million.  
The FY 2026 Governor’s Budget now recommends $116.6 million for this purpose.  The addition 
of two new programs accounts for most of the growth since FY 2017:   
 

 Food and Hunger Programs:  An appropriation for Food and Hunger Programs was first 
introduced in FY 2021 at $20.0 million.  This appropriation provides grants to the State’s 
emergency feeding organizations, which distribute food to local food pantries, homeless 
shelters, and soup kitchens.  In FY 2023, the appropriation was increased to the current 
$85.0 million.  The Governor recommends maintaining this level of funding in FY 2026. 
 

 Working Class Families State Supplement:  The Working Class Families’ Anti-Hunger Act, 
P.L.2022, c.104, as subsequently amended, requires schools to provide free breakfasts 
and lunches to students from families with an annual household income between 186 
percent and 224 percent of federal poverty levels.  This is a supplemental 100 percent 
State-funded policy, as eligibility for the federally funded free and reduced-price school 
meals programs is capped at 185 percent of federal poverty levels.  The State is to 
reimburse schools for 100 percent of the costs associated with the State-funded eligibility 
expansion for the free school meal program.  Some $3.8 million was first expended for 
the Working Class Families State Supplement in FY 2024.  The Governor recommends a 
$12.0 million program appropriation for FY 2026, which is $38.6 million less than in FY 
2025 due to lower than anticipated cost reimbursement claims filed by school districts.     
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General Fund, Direct State Services  
Special Purpose:  Spotted Lanternfly  

Budget Page: D-18   

FY 2023 
Expended 

FY 2024 
Expended 

FY 2025 
Adj. Approp. 

FY 2026 
Recomm. 

 
Change  

FY 2025 – FY 2026  

$255 $384 $425 $212  ($213) (50.1%) 

 
The Governor recommends a 50 percent reduction in the appropriation to the department’s 
Spotted Lanternfly control initiative.  This decrease is consistent with the Governor’s general and 
broad-based policy of reductions to many discretionary programs in FY 2026.  As of April 1, 
2025, the account had an uncommitted balance of $953,490.  The FY 2026 Governor’s Budget 
recommends the continuation of language that would authorize the carryforward into FY 2026 
of the unexpended FY 2025 account balance.    
 
 
 

General Fund, Direct State Services  
Special Purpose:  New and Beginning (“Next Gen”) Farmers 
Program 

Budget Page: D-18   

FY 2023 
Expended 

FY 2024 
Expended 

FY 2025 
Adj. Approp. 

FY 2026 
Recomm. 

 
Change  

FY 2025 – FY 2026  

$0 $25 $175 $0  ($175) (100.0%) 

 
The Governor does not recommend continuing the appropriation to the “Next Gen” Farmers 
Program in FY 2026.  Administered by the State Agriculture Development Committee, the 
program is currently seeking input from farmers in the State to guide a Next Generation Farmers 
Report, to be published in Spring 2025.  The report will examine challenges faced by the 
upcoming generation of farmers, and provide recommendations for enhancing agricultural 
support.  
 
 
 

General Fund, Direct State Services  
Special Purpose:  Regional Innovative Food Security Initiatives  

Budget Page: D-18   

FY 2023 
Expended 

FY 2024 
Expended 

FY 2025 
Adj. Approp. 

FY 2026 
Recomm. 

 
Change  

FY 2025 – FY 2026  

$0 $0 $0 $1,625  $1,625 100% 

 
The Governor recommends a new $1.6 million direct appropriation for the Office of the Food 
Security Advocate in FY 2026 to design and implement one or more regional pilot programs to 
streamline the provision of food supplied by State agricultural producers to residents in need.  
The funding would also provide grants, in amounts determined by the Office of the Food Security 
Advocate, to food assistance organizations participating in the pilot program.  In FY 2025, a 
language carve-out funds the development of a plan for the program out of the 85.0 million Food 
and Hunger Program appropriation.  



Department of Agriculture FY 2025-2026 

 

Significant Changes/New Programs ($000) (Cont’d) 
 
 

8 

 

General Fund, Grants-in-Aid 
Conservation Assistance Program  

Budget Page: D-18  

FY 2023 
Expended 

FY 2024 
Expended 

FY 2025 
Adj. Approp. 

FY 2026 
Recomm. 

 
Change  

FY 2025 – FY 2026  

$0 $262 $1,000 $0  ($1,000) (100.0%) 

 
The Governor recommends discontinuing the $1.0 million appropriation for the Conservation 
Assistance Program in FY 2026.  The funding elimination is consistent with the Governor’s 
general and broad-based policy of reductions to many discretionary programs in FY 2026.   
 
The Governor, however, does not recommend the elimination of the program, as language that 
would authorize the carryforward into FY 2026 of the unexpended FY 2025 account balance is 
proposed to be continued.  As of April 1, 2025, the program had an uncommitted account 
balance of $3.4 million.  
 
The Conservation Assistance Program implements P.L.2021, c.451, which created a program to 
provide matching grants for deer fencing to certain owners and operators of unpreserved farms, 
farms for which pinelands development credits have been sold or otherwise conveyed pursuant 
to the Pinelands Development Credit Bank Act, and farms that are located in sending zones under 
the Highlands Water Protection and Planning Act.  
 
 
 

General Fund, Grants-in-Aid 
SNAP and School Meals Dual Enrollment Pilot Program 

Budget Page: D-18   

FY 2023 
Expended 

FY 2024 
Expended 

FY 2025 
Adj. Approp. 

FY 2026 
Recomm. 

 
Change  

FY 2025 – FY 2026  

$600 $600 $700 $300  ($400) (57.1%) 

 
The Governor recommends decreasing this appropriation consistent with a general and broad-
based policy of reductions to many discretionary programs in FY 2026.  The SNAP and School 
Meals Dual Enrollment Pilot Program assists families of students who are enrolled in federal free 
and reduced-price school meal programs enroll in the federal Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP). 
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General Fund, Grants-in-Aid 
Cultural Society of Bergen – Mom’s Food Pantry  

Budget Page: D-18   

FY 2023 
Expended 

FY 2024 
Expended 

FY 2025 
Adj. Approp. 

FY 2026 
Recomm. 

 
Change  

FY 2025 – FY 2026  

$0 $0 $50 $0  ($50) (100.0%) 

 
The Legislature added $50,000 to the FY 2025 Appropriations Act for this grant to the Cultural 
Society of Bergen.  The recommended funding elimination is consistent with the Governor’s 
general policy of eliminating or reducing funding for many discretionary programs in FY 2026. 
 
 
 

General Fund, Grants-in-Aid 
CUMAC/ECHO, Inc. -- Anti-Hunger Program 

Budget Page: D-18  

FY 2023 
Expended 

FY 2024 
Expended 

FY 2025 
Adj. Approp. 

FY 2026 
Recomm. 

 
Change  

FY 2024 – FY 2025  

$500 $1,000 $750 $0  ($750) (100.0%) 

 
The Governor recommends eliminating this appropriation consistent with a general and broad-
based policy of reductions to many discretionary programs in FY 2026.  The Legislature added 
$500,000 to the FY 2025 Appropriations Act for the grant to the anti-hunger program by the non-
profit organization CUMAC/ECHO, Inc.       
 
 
 

General Fund, Grants-in-Aid 
Hunger Initiative/Food Assistance Program  

Budget Page: D-19   

FY 2023 
Expended 

FY 2024 
Expended 

FY 2025 
Adj. Approp. 

FY 2026 
Recomm. 

 
Change  

FY 2025 – FY 2026  

$6,818 $6,818 $6,818 $518  ($6,300) (92.4%) 

 
The Governor recommends decreasing this appropriations consistent with a general and broad-
based policy of reductions to many discretionary programs in FY 2026.  The account holds $1.6 
million in unexpended balances as of April 1, 2025.  
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Property Tax Relief Fund, State Aid 
Working Class Families State Supplement (P.L.2022, c.104,  
as amended by P.L.2023, c.336) (PTRF) 

Budget Page: D-19  

FY 2023 
Expended 

FY 2024 
Expended 

FY 2025 
Adj. Approp. 

FY 2026 
Recomm. 

 
Change  

FY 2024 – FY 2025  

$0 $3,788 $50,600 $12,000  ($38,600) (76.3%) 

 
The Governor proposes aligning this appropriation in FY 2026 with actual cost reimbursement 
claims filed by school districts and private schools under this relatively new program in FY 2025.  
In addition, the Executive anticipates returning an unneeded $40.6 million of the FY 2025 
appropriation to the General Fund at the end of the current fiscal year.   
 
P.L.2023, c.336 requires schools to provide free breakfasts and lunches to students from families 
with an annual household income between 186 percent and 224 percent of federal poverty levels 
(the 2022 law had raised the income limit to 199 percent of federal poverty levels).  The State 
reimburses school districts and non-public schools for 100 percent of the costs associated with 
the school meal eligibility expansion.   
 
 
 

Property Tax Relief Fund, State Aid 
State Supplement for Summer Food Service Programs  
(P.L.2021, c.246) (PTRF) 

Budget Page: D-19  

FY 2023 
Expended 

FY 2024 
Expended 

FY 2025 
Adj. Approp. 

FY 2026 
Recomm. 

 
Change  

FY 2025 – FY 2026  

$2,772 $414 $2,450 $650  ($1,800) (73.5%) 

 
Pursuant to P.L.2021, c.246, the department currently provides a 10-cent per meal supplement 
to the existing federal reimbursement amount applicable to operators of the federal Summer Food 
Service Program and the Seamless Summer Option.  The Governor recommends decreasing the 
appropriation in alignment with current expenditure trends, as the Executive also anticipates 
returning an unneeded $1.9 million of the FY 2025 appropriation to the General Fund at the end 
of the current fiscal year.   
 

 
 

Property Tax Relief Fund, State Aid  
Payments in Lieu of Taxes (PTRF) 

Budget Page: D-19  

FY 2023 
Expended 

FY 2024 
Expended 

FY 2025 
Adj. Approp. 

FY 2026 
Recomm. 

 
Change  

FY 2025 – FY 2026  

$1 $1 $3 $100  $97 3,233.3% 

 
The Governor recommends the $97,000 increase in the FY 2026 appropriation for payments in 
lieu of property taxes by the State Agriculture Development Committee to local governments as 
a result of recent purchases of preserved farmland by the committee.    
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General Fund, Capital Construction 
Preserve New Jersey Farmland Preservation Fund –  
Constitutional Dedication 

Budget Page: D-20  

FY 2023 
Expended 

FY 2024 
Expended 

FY 2025 
Adj. Approp. 

FY 2026 
Recomm. 

 
Change  

FY 2024 – FY 2025  

$0 $0 S  $255,849 $0  ($255,849) (100.0%) 

 
Article VIII, Section II, paragraph 6 of the State Constitution dedicates six percent of annual 
corporation business tax revenues for open space, farmland, and historic preservation, water 
programs, public and private site remediation, and underground storage tank programs. 
Specifically, the State Constitution dedicates 78 percent of annual collections to open space, 
farmland, and historic preservation.  Of that 78 percent total, statutes specify that 31 percent be 
used for farmland preservation.  The anticipated FY 2025 adjusted appropriation above reflects 
this formula using corporation business tax collections from prior years.   
 
Customarily, this budget line serves as a control account and does not show a recommended 
appropriation for the upcoming fiscal year because funding for Preserve New Jersey Farmland 
Preservation is provided in a mid-year supplemental appropriation in accordance with separate 
legislation.  Upon appropriation, the money is then transferred to spending accounts.  For that 
reason, there are no expenditures in this account in past years. 
 
 
 

Federal Funds 
Animal Disease Control 

Budget Page: D-20  

FY 2023 
Expended 

FY 2024 
Expended 

FY 2025 
Adj. Approp. 

FY 2026 
Recomm. 

 
Change  

FY 2024 – FY 2025  

$1,038 $1,090 $3,145 $1,865  ($1,280) (40.7%) 

 
This budget line represents an aggregation of federal funds the department expects to receive for 
the operations of the Division of Animal Health.  The net decrease is primarily the result of the 
non-recurrence in FY 2026 of a $1.0 million federal American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 grant for 
the National Animal Health Laboratory Network.  
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Federal Funds 
Plant Pest and Disease Control 

Budget Page:  D-20 

FY 2023 
Expended 

FY 2024 
Expended 

FY 2025 
Adj. Approp. 

FY 2026 
Recomm. 

 
Change  

FY 2024 – FY 2025  

$1,900 $1,584 $3,071 $2,451  ($620) (20.2%) 

 
This budget line represents a composite of federal grant awards the department expects to receive 
for the operations of the Division of Plant Industry.  The federal funding supports programs 
engaged in research, testing, and control or eradication of a variety of pests and diseases affecting 
plants and crops.  The FY 2026 anticipated decrease of $620,000 primarily reflects a reduction 
of $482,000 in federal support for Spotted Lanternfly Survey and Control and the non-renewal 
of a $170,000 National Fish and Wildlife grant.   
 
 
 

Federal Funds 
Food and Nutrition Services 

Budget Page: D-20  

FY 2023 
Expended 

FY 2024 
Expended 

FY 2025 
Adj. Approp. 

FY 2026 
Recomm. 

 
Change  

FY 2024 – FY 2025  

$824,848 $486,344 $1,242,877 $1,205,099  ($37,778) (3.0%) 

 
This budget line represents an aggregation of federal funds the department expects to receive for 
the operations of the Division of Food and Nutrition.  Federal funding for food and nutrition 
services includes grants from the United States Department of Agriculture to support the School 
Breakfast, School Lunch, Child Care Food, Summer Food Service programs, and funding for The 
Emergency Food Assistance Program (TEFAP).   
 
The anticipated $37.8 million net reduction is attributable primarily to a $27.5 million decrease 
in the federal grant for Child Nutrition - Summer Programs.  There are also decreases for the 
Administrative Review and Training Implementation Grant ($5.0 million), National School Lunch 
Program - Equipment Assistance for School Food Authorities ($1.5 million), the Special Milk 
Child Nutrition program ($2.0 million), and the Farm to School State Formula Grant ($2.0 
million).  
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New Direct Appropriation for Regional Innovative Food Security Initiatives 

Addition and Revision 
FY 2025 Handbook:    N/A and p. B-10     

         FY 2026 Budget:          p. D-21 and 
                                             p. D-22                                          

The amount hereinabove appropriated for Regional Innovative Food Security Initiatives shall 
be used by the Office of the Food Security Advocate to design and implement one or more 
regional pilot programs within the State to streamline the provision of food supplied by New 
Jersey-based agricultural producers to State residents in need; and provide grants in amounts 
determined by the Executive Director of the Office of the Food Security Advocate to food 
assistance organizations participating in the pilot program, subject to the approval of the 
Director of the Division of Budget and Accounting. 
 
The amount hereinabove appropriated for Food and Hunger Programs shall be allocated as 
follows: 53% to the Community Food Bank of New Jersey; 15% to the Food Bank of South 
Jersey; 15% to Fulfill Monmouth & Ocean; 11% to Mercer Street Friends Food Bank; 3% to 
Norwescap; and 3% to Southern Regional Food Distribution Center.  The Office of the Food 
Security Advocate (OFSA) shall develop a plan for the purposes of supporting regional 
innovative food security initiatives through public-private partnerships.  In order to effectuate 
the plan, the OFSA shall be permitted to reassign a portion of each recipient's allocated 
emergency food aid in an amount not to exceed 12% of the allocation.  The plan shall ensure 
that no emergency feeding organizations shall have such an amount reduced that would 
prevent them from effectively providing services in accordance with their contract with the 
State.  

  
Explanation 

 
The Governor recommends a new direct appropriation of $1.6 million for the Office 
of the Food Security Advocate in FY 2026 to design and implement one or more 
regional innovative food security pilot programs to streamline the provision of food 
supplied by State agricultural producers to residents in need.  The appropriation 
would also support grants, in amounts to be determined by the office, to food 
assistance organizations participating in the pilot programs.   
 
The recommended FY 2026 appropriation and the associated language replace 
language, added by the Legislature to the FY 2025 Appropriations Act, directing the 
office to develop a plan to support regional innovative food security initiatives.  The 
office is permitted in FY 2025 to reassign up to 12 percent of each of the State’s six 
Emergency Feeding Organizations’ allocation of the $85.0 million Food and Hunger 
Program appropriation to support regional innovative food security initiatives.  
Because the program is recommended to receive a direct appropriation in FY 2026, 
the FY 2025 language carve-out is no longer needed.  

 
 
 



The Offi  ce of Legislative Services provides nonpartisan assistance to the State Legislature 

in the areas of legal, fi scal, research, bill drafting, committee staffi  ng and administrative 

services. It operates under the jurisdiction of the Legislative Services Commission, a 

bipartisan body consisting of eight members of each House. The Executive Director 

supervises and directs the Offi  ce of Legislative Services.

The Legislative Budget and Finance Offi  cer is the chief fi scal offi  cer for the Legislature. 

The Legislative Budget and Finance Offi  cer collects and presents fi scal information for the 

Legislature; serves as Secretary to the Joint Budget Oversight Committee; attends upon 

the Appropriations Committees during review of the Governor’s Budget recommendations; 

reports on such matters as the committees or Legislature may direct; administers the fi scal 

note process and has statutory responsibilities for the review of appropriations transfers 

and other State fi scal transactions.

The Offi  ce of Legislative Services Central Staff  provides a variety of legal, fi scal, research 

and administrative services to individual legislators, legislative offi  cers, legislative 

committees and commissions, and partisan staff . The central staff  is organized under the 

Central Management Unit into ten subject area sections.  Each section, under a section 

chief, includes legal, fi scal, and research staff  for the standing reference committees of 

the Legislature and, upon request, to special commissions created by the Legislature. 

The central staff  assists the Legislative Budget and Finance Offi  cer in providing services 

to the Appropriations Committees during the budget review process.

Individuals wishing information and committee schedules on the FY 2026 budget are 

encouraged to contact:

Legislative Budget and Finance Offi  ce
State House Annex

PO Box 068

Trenton, NJ 08625

(609) 847-3105 


