SENATE, No. 638

STATE OF NEW JERSEY
221st LEGISLATURE

PRE-FILED FOR INTRODUCTION IN THE 2024 SESSION

Sponsored by:
Senator LATHAM TIVER
District 8 (Atlantic and Burlington)

Co-Sponsored by:
Senator Cruz-Perez

SYNOPSIS
Reduces NJ Legislative Youth Council residency requirement for certain
military children from 15 years to 6 months.

CURRENT VERSION OF TEXT
As reported by the Senate Military and Veterans' Affairs Committee with
technical review.
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AN AcT concerning the New Jersey Legislative Youth Council
residency requirement and certain military children, and
amending P.L.2021, c.398.

BE IT ENACTED by the Senate and General Assembly of the State
of New Jersey:

1. Section 4 of P.L.2021, ¢.398 (C.52:13GG-4) is amended to
read as follows:

4. a. The council shall be comprised of 44 members. Forty
members shall be members of the public and four members shall be
members of the New Jersey Legislature.

b. Each of the 40 public members shall have been a resident of
New Jersey for at least 15 years, except that a military child as
defined in subsection e. of this section shall have resided in New
Jersey for at least six consecutive months, and shall be between 15
and 23 years of age at the time of appointment.

Each public member shall represent one of the 40 districts of the
New Jersey Legislature.

The 40 public members shall be inclusive and reflective of the
racial, gender, geographic, urban, rural, and economic diversity of
their district.

A public member who is less than 18 years of age shall be
required to provide written permission from a parent or legal
guardian to be a member of the council and participate in its
activities. Any public member who is less than 18 years of age
shall be accompanied by a parent or legal guardian, or an adult
designated in writing by the parent or legal guardian, at all times
when attending meetings and other activities of the council.

No public member shall be a family member, or an employee, of
a person who is holding, or who held in the five years prior to the
public member's appointment, any appointive or elective public
office of this State.

Public members shall serve for a term of two years, and if
eligible, may be reappointed to serve for one additional term.

c. The President of the Senate shall appoint one member of the
Senate to serve on the council. The Speaker of the General
Assembly shall appoint one member of the General Assembly to
serve on the council. The Minority Leader of the Senate shall
appoint one member of the Senate to serve on the council. The
Minority Leader of the General Assembly shall appoint one member
of the General Assembly to serve on the council.

The legislative members shall serve a term coterminous with
their term of office, and at the pleasure of the President of the
Senate or the Speaker of the General Assembly.

EXPLANATION — Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill is
not enacted and is intended to be omitted in the law.

Matter underlined thus is new matter.
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The legislative members shall be non-voting, advisory members
appointed solely for the purpose of assisting the public members of
the council in conducting the council's meetings and activities, and
in fulfilling the council's purpose.

The legislative members shall advise the council on the
legislative process, provide policy and fiscal briefings, assist with
the drafting of proposed legislation, and provide such guidance and
information as the council deems appropriate.

d. The public members of the council shall serve until their
successors are appointed and qualified, and, for this purpose, a
public member may serve after reaching the age of 23 years. The
term of the successor of any incumbent public member shall be
calculated from the expiration of the term of that incumbent public
member. A vacancy occurring other than by expiration of term
shall be filled in the same manner as the original appointment but
for the unexpired term only.

e. For the purpose of the New Jersey Legislative Youth
Council:

"Appointive or elective public office™ means an appointment by
the Governor that requires the advice and consent of the Senate, or
an appointment by the Governor to serve at the pleasure of the
Governor only during his or her term of office, an appointment by
an elected public official or elected governing body of a political
subdivision of the State, that requires the specific consent or
approval of the elected governing body of the political subdivision,
or any office filled at an election by the voters at a general election.

"Family member” means a child, sibling, niece, nephew, first
cousin, or grandchild, whether the individual is related by blood,
marriage, or adoption.

“Military child” means a child of a full-time service member
who is on active duty with the Armed Forces of the United States,
whether the child is related by blood, marriage, or adoption.

"Youth" means a person at least 15 years of age but under the
age of 23 years.

(cf: P.L.2021, ¢.398, s.4)

2. This act shall take effect immediately.



