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The Senate Community and Urban Affairs Committee reports
favorably Senate Bill No. 1564.

This bill expands the purpose of the pilot program established to
award grants to qualified organizations to rehabilitate the primary
residence of eligible veterans to include the purchase and rehabilitation
of abandoned homes for homeless veterans.

Under the bill, a nonprofit veterans' organization that has
experience in rehabilitating housing for homeless veterans, or others,
is to be eligible to receive a grant to purchase and rehabilitate
abandoned homes for homeless veterans. The bill affords a preference
in awarding grants to nonprofit organizations that serve communities
that are in the greatest need of homeless services. The bill allows the
administrator of the current pilot program to give preferences in
awarding grants in order to achieve a fair distribution among homeless
veterans in different geographical regions of the State.

Finally, this bill adjusts the existing law, through defining
“rehabilitation” and other language changes, to clarify that pilot
program funds may be expended for a broad range of project types,
including repairs, renovations, reconstruction, as well as the
installation of appropriate new fixtures and other alterations.



