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The Senate Health, Human Services and Senior Citizens
Committee reports favorably Senate Bill No. 1522.

This bill eliminates practice restrictions for advanced practice
nurses (APNSs), including restrictions that limit the ability of APNs to
prescribe medications and administer anesthesia, and establishes new
requirements for APNs to prescribe medications.

The bill expressly provides that, notwithstanding the provisions of
any other law or regulation to the contrary, an APN with greater than
24 months or 2,400 hours of licensed, active, advanced nursing
practice will be authorized to practice without a joint protocol with a
collaborating provider.

With regard to prescribing medications, the bill requires the use of
New Jersey Prescription Blanks and satisfying continuing professional
education requirements related to pharmacology and prescribing
controlled substances. An APN with fewer than 24 months or 2,400
hours of licensed, active, advanced nursing practice in an initial role
will be permitted to prescribe medication only if a formal joint
protocol with a physician or experienced advanced practice nurse is in
place.

The bill revises the requirements for APNs to authorize patients for
medical cannabis and to issue written instructions for medical
cannabis, to provide that the APN will only be required to meet the
requirements set forth under the “Jake Honig Compassionate Use
Medical Cannabis Act,” P.L.2009, ¢.307 (C.24:61-1 et al.). Those
requirements include: possessing active State and federal registrations
to prescribe controlled dangerous substances; being the health care
practitioner responsible for the ongoing treatment of a patient's
qualifying medical condition; and complying with various other
requirements for issuing written instructions for medical cannabis.

The bill further provides that every APN who is an APN-
Anesthesia and who has completed 24 months or 2,400 hours of
licensed, active, advanced nursing practice in an initial role will be
authorized to practice as an APN-Anesthesia to the full scope of
practice for APNs-Anesthesia, without any requirement for
supervision by a licensed physician and without any requirement that



the APN-Anesthesia enter into joint protocols with a licensed
physician.

The bill provides that any State law or regulation that requires the
signature or similar endorsement of a physician will be deemed to
require the same of an APN, to the extent consistent with an APN’s
scope of practice.

The bill revises and repeals certain sections of law that are
obviated by the changes made under the bill.



